FACTORS OF SOCIAL CHANGE (CAUSES)

Social change is brought about by a large number of causes or factors. Sometimes
just one cause or factor becomes responsible for social change. At other
times, some factors jointly act as the cause for social change. Idea and ideologies
f’f great leaders like Jesus Christ in the world, Karl Marx in Germany, Rousseau
in France, Lenin in Russia, Mao Tse Tung and Dr. Sun Yat Sen in China,
Mahatma Gandhi in India, Abraham Lincoln in America and Nelson Mandela
1 South Africa have played an important role in social changes. The thought-
Provoking ideas of Rousseau like ‘Liberty’ ‘Equality’ and ‘Fraternity’ gave
1rt.h to the French Revolution which immensely changed the French society.
Indiap freedom movements and the American War of Independence were the
Out?ome of social, political and economic changes. The indepen.den.c‘e Of
R i dand America brought about revolutionary.chz.mges inr ttlhehsou.ll lxgexltl
L o People of these countries. Let us see the main factors which cause soci

“1ges in the modern age.
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Biological factors: Social change maybe relateq to the qualitative aspect of
sopulation that is, the powerful and great men in the society. For instance
Jesus Christ, Buddha, Rousseau, Froebel, Lenin, Karl Marx, George W aShingmn’
\braham Lincoln, Mao Tse Tung, Mohamed Nabi, Mahatma Gandhj, Gun;
Nanak Martin Luther King, Dr. Sun Yat Sen and Nelson Mandela haye
d a vital role in social changes.
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£nvironmental factors: Environmental factors like geographical factors
influence social change. For instance, excessive rain, floods, tsunami, drought,
famine. hurricanes, earthquakes and have a significant effect on social
relationships. Thus, social change takes place as a result of the impact of
geographical environment upon human society.

Cultural factors: The culture of a country plays an important role in bringing
about social change. The basic elements of culture like language, literature,
religion, philosophy, religious epics, poetical works and faith give speed and
direction to social change. Culture is more effective and powerful. It determines
the limits for social change. According to Max Weber, “Social change takes
place along with cultural changes”.

Psychological factors: Human beings come across a number of new problems
everyday. They think and act in divergent ways in order to solve these problems.
Thus, the psychology of people itself is the cause for social chang-"'f'l:bey
pappcn to deviate from the existing pattern by trying to discover new ﬂ_‘“‘gs
in every sphere of life. : i

Technological factors: The style of living also changes due to science at d
technological development. Ogburn says, “Technology changes our il
by Cha“gi"g our environments to which we in turn adapt”. This changﬁt‘;
lcli:;uy in the material environments. However, it also changes .oftf‘:ﬁgns
i ms and social institutions. The society changed as a result of the inve
€ctric, steam and petro] driven machines for production and as the
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communication factors:  Communication among various societies brings about
1social change. Changes will be possible and high in the society which keeps
in contact with other societies and it will be difficult in case of an isolated
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political factors:  The Government itself maybe a cause for social change.
The establishments of women university and women police station have changed
the lifestyle of women. Equality in education, human rights, secularism, adult
education, family welfare programme etc., implemented by the government,
have also had a great impact upon social changes. Thus, any activity undertaken
by the government leads to social changes.

Social factors: Social problems such as caste, communalism, prostitu?if)n,
inemployment, poverty, beggary, dowry, illiteracy, ignorance, superstition
t, involve a good deal of social conflict in society. These problems have
become 5 major cause for social change.
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